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be Canſeleſs Ground of Surmiſes, Featonſees and 
\”  _ wnjuſt Offences removed, in 4 full clearing of 
*_ - faithful Friends, and. a ſober vindication of my 
' . ©, Jnnocency, and the Friends Toncerned with me; - ® 

inrelationto the late. Religious Differences and 


'- Bregches among ſome of tbe People called 


T4 ; 
of ue TEE RR > Ag2% B*: 530] 
® », rao J <4 : - = 0 2 : Tx a4 —4 
* _ - "L Ms bo Ex AT. A 
SN VET Me 5, ES Fo TO. - 
< . $. x 2*1 "P © x; ie" D 
kS 4 ! r 


2A onſees as _-* 


: 
. 


— 


wo. 


® <4 « 


FD inf wo vn ON ITN 


———_— — = ——— - Mg CO 


'. Þ Tenderlyintreat arid defire that none aj ply, or confirue ary Words contait-. 

hs & ed in theſe following Lines, as intended by me-in way if Refleftion, Blame ©: 

|. .- vr Charge, againſt either the Body of Friends in general or \any* patnic | 

Z Meeting, or M\ eiings of Friends in particular or. ag ainft any ſingular, fa 

-  fatFritnd or. Friends whatſoever ; being only « Full Clearing of Faithful - 

” Friends, and 4 ſober Vindication of my Innocency, and Chriſtian Teftimony, 

* ” freely recommend(d : the tender Conſcientes of hah 4s may read them. E 
"Tx Finda weighty Concern vpon me to publiſh this fo'lSwing Declares == 
6 "tio? to filerce, and remove thele evil Surmiles, Jealoufies andunjult 
, _ Offences taken both againſt many faithful Friends in generaly- and © +: 


' © Me inpanicular, upon the MiſconſtruQions \, and Milapplications 
that ſome have made of ſome Paſlages in my late Printed Books... 
And inthe firſt place I cannot but greatly blame them, *who have re Y 
printed diverſe of my late Books, with other Titles than the Tirles firlt- 
: giver them, as An account of the Divifens among the Quakers in Penfilva- 
"—W mig, 4 further Account of the Diviſions emong the Quakers in Penſilvania : 
And to a ſmall Treatiſe of mine concerning the Refurreftion, this new 
Title, is given, The Chriſtian Quaker, or George Kieth's eyes opened, as it 
the Name Chritian Buaker were peculiar tome and ſome fewothers cal- 
Ted Bnokers; or as if Thad been tormerly Blind ill of late days;* both - - 
which I diſown, for whatever I havedelivered in any of my late *Prifi- A 
ted Books, rouching either the Keſurrefion of the Dead, or any otherPrin- A 
ciples of Chriſtian Do@rine; it hart been my: Faith everfince' | came +} 
_ among the pcopl: called Quakers, m_ is upmardsolthirty TR - =F 
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| and it is my charitable ſincere Perſuaſion, that the worthy Name of Chri- 


Fian doth truly belong to-very many-ot thatPeoplc as well as unto me; 
haviag an experimental Proef, through intimare conyerſation, and re. 
guent yerbal Communication with many of them, har. they are 1in- 
gee in the Chriſtian Faighy and whoſe Lite and Converſation doth Seal 
uato the ſincerity of their Chriſtian Profcihon. | 
: And whcress it hath -been ſaid, that Thave Printed ſeveral Books 
inſt the peaple called rs ,charging them with holding and cloa- 
g more daminable Herefies and Dodtince of Devils, than any Prote- 
Naut ProfefGon would tollerare,l anſwerya geear ſearch having been made 
34 many 1nto all my Priated Books,it hath not been tound; aiid Itay,ic 
no to befound; that any where in a} my Books T1 have charged ciie 
@plecalled 2ugkers, cither in general, or in the plurality, wuh any, ſuch 
ing; And by a Manuſcript given: forth 'by ſome ot thcm that (o- 
charged me, it is made IEpArEor: thas I charges but a few , and theſe 
few did not at moſt exceed thirteen when I did ſocharge them. And that 
my innocency may appear in this Marter, I need bur recite ſome of the. 
inted Paſſages in my late Books , where Iam ſo far from charging the 
People call'd Bakers is general, or the Body of them, that I purpoſcly, 
and with great care and induſtry have clearcd them ; {cc for this in the 
Book call'd Some Reaſons and Cauſes of the late Separation, pag. 17, 1,14. 


- Where I ſay, That we remain in dear unity with the Body of our faithful. 


riends, all of them, in all parts of the World, and p. 23.1. 13- of che ſame 


the World, both in Spirit, Dofrine and Prattice of true Chriſtianity: 4nd 
0 believe that our Faith in all things doth well agree to all aur 
thial Brethren every where, and is the real, found and upright Faith, as it 
keen received , not only by ancient Chriſtians in all Ages of the World, 
ut alſo byrbe mot found, ancient, and preſent Friends of Truth, called in 
ſcorn Quakers, Divers other ' Paſſages of the like nature might be cited 
outof- my late Books, but theſe:may ſuffice at preſent, and it is greatly 
$9. be noticed, that notwithfianding the objections and levere Acculaci» 
ens that ſome have made againſt my. late Books, as being- hurtful to- 
"Truth and Friends ot it , and giving advantage and ſtrength to Adver- 
ies of ] ruth ; Yet after great ſcarch into my Books, and a ſtrit Exa- 


Mipation of them, by ſome that have ſo complained , there is not any. 


Live or Scntence in any of them, that yo have made to appeat to con» 
tain any. untruth or falſhoad in.them, {cither in matter of Dorine or 
Fat: Andas thavetold them, and anſwered divers times', Generals 
proye nothing, it is not enough to. fay my Books have done hurt , unleſs 
they can inſtance particular Untcuths or Falſhoods in them of rinc 
or matter of Fat, which they hayc not done. I haye alſo defired rkem 


wu 


Fe declare we are one with our faithful Brethren, in all parts of 


who | 


-_ 
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who have ſo charged me, todiſtinguiſh betwixt a proper and accidentab 
Cauſe of an cfieft ; as.cvea ſomeof thera haye been put ſotadiſtinguills; 
with. reſpe& ro ſome-of their own. Writings, an evil-uſc. being ntade of - 
them, by ſome ill minded men. TI have granted that ſome. of: my lace - 
Books might have been an improper and accidental cauſe of Hure and 
Grief toFriends,and of ſtrengthening Adyerlaries, butunlels ic cati be pre- 
ved that they are the proper and dirc4 Canſe of ſuch Effets , which hath 
not been proved, it doth not follow, that they ateto be blamed; - for 
as they might bave been the: improper. and accidental Cauſc' of Grief to:. 
ſome, ſo as can well be proved, they have been ot great ſerviceto many, 
yea toHundreds of Friends,which they have EnewreT ane RV Ges 
nified their great fatisfaftion and. joy, that God had'raiſed:me ugg, and 
ſome others with me,to aptear in a zealoms,plain and clear teſtimony to-thoſe 
great Truths of Chriſtianity, plainly aſſerted my late Books, and ih oppefi»+ 
tion to thoſe vile and groſs Errours boldly afſerted: by ſome, . thatwent. 
under the ſame outward denomination-: And asthis hath had a Service: 
to many ſincere hearted Friends of the ſame' proteſhon with us, who bave. 
bleſſed God, on our behalf, for his giving us Zeal and Courage to ap» i 


pear in ſuch-a publick Teſtimony to theſe.great Truths of Chriſt that ha&: 


been as it were buried in ſilence by ſome, and oppoled by others; there-; 
viving and railing up of which,, God was pleaſed! to ſhow me-in a'Heas, 
yenly Viſion, and thathe would. make me an Iofttument thereof, witly: 
ſome others concerned , tor which , and for all his other grear Mercies, 
] deſire for ever to praiſe. him, ſo it hath had a great Scryice to-many-of 
almoſt all other Profef;ons who bad been jealous of us, and did frequent» 
ly accuſe vsin general, as being unſonud.,. touching theſe great Truths of the 
Chriſtian Doftrine and Faith, wha arenaw in great meaſure {atisfied; and on 
that account their Love and.Charity is the more extended towards us, 
which 1 am wel} perſwaded will,, by the Bleſſing of God, be made'a means* ' 
to many vofthem to bring them.neater to us, and to open their Heavts to 
rec-ive our Toitimony,, in.wharwe' have from God, to declare unto them. 
for their good: And many of all forts that frequent our Meetings, of 
other Profethons, arc. well aftcQed . with our Teſtimony, tO the inward: 
appearance of God and Chriſt, together with-the holy Spirit in-Mens 
hearts, "while they find us: warm- and Zcalous in our Teſtimony'to the 
other. orcat Doftrines of rhe Chriſtian-Faith,,held/ in common with they, 
25 particularly, thatthe Faith of Chriit, ashe dyedfor our (ns,androſe'again,. 

7s uece{{ry to our Chriſtianity and'Saluation, that God doth: juftfy us and par- 

don-our Sins tor Chrifs ſuke, whe dyed:for us, through our Faith in himy that 
is, alt. 4y7 accompanied with ſincere. Repentancey reformation of Life and-new' 

obedienc:,. thatrbe Man Ciſt- Tels, ever the ſame that gyed for our 

Sins, roſe again..and's CUI ARE 15 in Beeing. in #he true and-perfett-Nas 
: 2 ture, 


(4) 
tare of Man, having the true Sou! and Body of man, in. Heaven, wonderfully 
Gleribed and Exalted; - our Þigh Piet, edtato2 a»d Advocate with 
the Father, by and through whom God doth give the holy Spirit, and all Spi- 
ritual Bleſſings, and Influences of Grace, Peace, Life and Light, and Wiſdons 
and Power, and every new ſupply and increaſe of th? ſame, to true Believers 
in bim, as he is thus glorified and exalted; and by and through whom God 
doth Gracioufly accept us, and onr Services, Worſhip, and thanksgiving, and 
whole abedience ; a !d by this Man Felus Chiilt, God wil raiſe the Dead 
and Judge the World at the laſt Day: And that the deceaſed Saints have 
not yet ( generally ) received the Reſurreftion of the Body, but wait for it at 
Chrifts laft coming 4nd appearance without us in his glorified Body ,, to Judge 
the quick an1 the dea1. \The plain, aſſerting of theſe, and other great 
Fruths of Chriſtianity in my late Books, and that with Zcal and fervency 
of Spirit, in the ſincerity of my heare ( in which I have had great Peace 
and Comfort, and till have by the Spirit of God in my beart, notwith- 
ſtanding the raſh and uncharitable Cenſures of ſome ) have been, and 
yet will more and more be of great Service, not only to many of the. 
fame Profeſſion and Denomination with us, but to manyof other P. ofcſ- 
fions in Chriſtendom, for the clearing the Truth, and faithful Friends of 
- and for the removing theſe Jealouſics and Di fuisfaRions thar many 

all other Profeſſions have eacertained againſt us, occaſion:d cicher by 
the obſcure and unwary Expreſſions of ſome ofthe {ame Profeſſion with vs, 
or by the ignorance and unfoundnels of ſome others, wiich yet ought nor. 
to be charged uponthe whole, nor upon any that are innocent, as touch- 
ing theſe things. But if any ſhould go about to cover, cloak or excuſe 
theſe Errours, or any Guilty of them, ar:d negle& to paſs a due cenſure 
upen them, after due notice given them, they are in lo far chargeable 
with them, And therefore, that I and others joined with me in our Jate 
Printed Teſtimonies, might be clear of the Guilt of theſe Errours, and of 
ſuch as did hold them, we did find our ſelves weightily concerned to ap- 
pear ip {och a publick Teſtimony , tothe: Honour of Gon and his dear 
| Son Jeſus Chaiſt , and clic peace: of our Conſciences, and alſo to the 
clearing of faithful Friends every where, and'for the credit of our Profeſ® 
fon, which was our ſincere intention to remove all offences and Srum- 
bling-Blocks out of the way, as we have plainly declared in our Printed 
Treatiſe, called Some Reaſons and Caules ofthelate Separatt- 
ON, p4g+ 24 line 24. where we lay, to prevent Truth and faithful Friends be- 
ing defamed by Adverſaries, we are weightily concerned'in this Teftimony. 
k was therefore a great: ſurpriſal to us, and remaineth ſo to b2, to find' 
ſome ſotto miſconſtrue our real and ſincere intention, and lo greatly to 
miſunderſtan4 us, asto charge ic upon us,-that our late Printed Books 
haye tended to giye great occaſion of Offence, aad-ſtumbling to ma- 


ny, &c. opening the mouths of our Adverſarics, Profeſſors and others; 
to reproach the Truth and Friends thereof. ; Bur it is ſtrange to us, thar 
our faichful and zcalous wicneffing for the Truth, and againſt Errour, . 
ſhould be conſtrued to be to the reproach of Truch and Friends of it: doth. 
one contrary produce naturally another, or doth Truth produce Errour > 
if nay, no more can our zealous Teſtimony to Truth, produce the bring- 
ing reproach upon Truth and the Friends of ic; or rather, is it not more: 
apparent, thar to paſs by in ſilence, without any cenſure or publick Te- 
ſtimony, © groſs and vile Errours ( {ome of which nor only no Proteſtant. 
Profeffi >n would tollerate, but even the Church of Rome would not tol- 
I:rate, but publickly Judge and Condemn ) doth bring a Reproach up- 
on Truth and Friends thereof, and doth open the Mouths of Adverſa- 
ries to teproach us, as bring guilty of cloaking ſuch groſs Errours 
amongſt us, for if we are guilty of blame for expoling theſe mensgroſs. 
Errours ( after due Goſpel order uſed towards them. as hath bcen ſuffici- 
ently proved out of our late Printed Books, and great endeayours uſed 
toreclaim them, conyance them, and better inform them , which they 
have reje&ed, and notwithſtanding their Scripture Confelhans ſtill per- 
ſiſted in their Erronrs, as I have made appear out of their own Papers. 
and Manuſcripts, ſigned with their own hands, ſince their .pretended. 
Seripture Confeſſion, ) what is the Conſequence that many will make 
from this, but that to pals by in ſilence, coyerandcloak (uch vile and. 
roſs Errours among us, and to leflen and extcnuate them, with the: 
| nadfs names of Weakneſs, is eſteemed a Virtue by us, bar let ic be far 
from us, to give any ſuch occaſion of Argument againſt us,But aswe haye. 
impartially inPrint as well as otherways, witneſled againſt that Judged by: 
us groſs Errours in other Profeſſions, nor covering them with the (moor 
name of Weakneſs , ſo that we may approve our (clves indued' with 
that wildom from above, that is withcut partiality and reſp: of Perſons,. * 
ler the groſs Errours, or any other detaults and Immoralicies that any. 
among us are guiiry of,be impartially witnefled againſt in Print or other- 
wiſe, after due. Gofpel Order end Diſcipline bath been exerciſed towards. 
them, as is the preſentcaſe, for we Printed nor a Line againſt. them, _ 
until by Chriſts eltabliſhed Diſcipline in his Church profeſſed by all Friends,, 
they had made themſelves-to.us as Heathens and Pablicans, by their re= 
xcQing and denyingthe ſound and feaſonable Judgement of the. Month-- 
ly Meeting, whereof they were Members, and denying that Meeting co- 
be a Meeting, tho it was the only Monthly Meeting that then was in. Philas: 
delphia, and the only Repreſentative of the Church in tnat place at that times, 
and alſo until they had. rejefed all our Endeavours and Ptopoſals unto. 
them, in order to Reconciliation. See a. Copy of the ſaid Judgement in, 
the Printed Treatiſe, called Some Reaſons and Ca:ijes of the late Svpara- 
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*Zion,$;105And if tharparticular Mecting or Aflembly-that they belong un» 

paſs no-due cenſure _ chem,the-Errours and. defaplis of the patti» 
bas. 5 wueh juſtly imputed to the parricular Meetingor 4ſembly-they belong. 
- Une, as Wo have hrgely proyed both from Serpture and. large Citations 
out of R, Barclays Book called The, anarchy of the k anters, 8c. well appro» 
+> 4. pag as particukr]y pag. 32: 33, 34-48, 49, 51, 52+ 10 which 
T refer. 

Next asto the Soparation ( which ſome charge the blame df upon us, 
and lay at my door, and them joined with me,. in aur zealous Chriſtian: 
; - . Tefimony for theſe greatTruths of Chriſtianity,and again(i the oppoſite:Errours) 
as (etting up Separate Meetings in-Penfilvania, or any whercelic in America, 
Irhath not bcen proved againſbus by any ſufficient Evidence, nor can 
ir/be proycd that either we began it, or continaed it ; for the firlt Sepe- 
rate Meeting at Philadelphia, we began it net, but they: of: the other fide, as 
I have made to appear-before many Witneſſes: And there was ho other | 
Separation Or Separate Meetings us any where in Perfitvania, or 
c{ewhere , until 1, and they concerned with: me in our Chrijti2n Teſtimony 
were denyed and diſowned by-them of the other fide, by a j»b!k Judg- 
pm enriqoin #s,and'me- ir particular, ſigned. bytwenty cightMen, 
called Mimſters and' that without: all Convidtion or Tryal: And after 
this Fandiother Friends of the Miniſtty-joined' with mie, proffering coof- 
. fer- our Gift among them, were: univerſally rejefted; and difowned by a: 
Parry in theſe parts, which-many Friends ſecing and- noticing did oc- 
| caſfon them to: awn+ us and/our Teſtimony, and:thus the breach: happe» 

- ned in many+ Meetings. But had we made the Separativr, werhad: been 
. warranted {o-to do both by. Scripture 'and thei expreſs Doftrine of K., By 

bis ſhok abovementioned, in pag. 33, 49, &c- towhichl refer, :and tothe: 
| rejicular- large Citations quoted, and Obſeryations thereuporr inthe: 
rinted Treatiſe, called Some Reaſons and: Cauſes of the late Separation, 
and-it had been butreaſonableand conyenient for ſuch as have ſo poli- 
tively blamed: me-and them concerned. with mes. both: for the Printing 
and the geparation to have. anſwered our' Reaſons. from Scrijtare,. and. 
R. Barclays Book in our Vindication, and'ito have ſhownthe Invalidity of them, 
and alſy ro havegivin us plain Reaſons and Proofs from: Scripture;,whereby to: 
convince us of $1, andthat we were not afted'in'Gods. Wiſdom. and Counſel 
therein, which they havenort yet done, and umtil they: ſo do:, we muſt 
crave leave todifter inour Judgment from chem in this particular Mar- 
| ter, thovgh we defire to: remain in Love: and Charity toward: them, and: 
| in wity withthe Faithful in the main every where; fox they. muſt cons 
vince us- by: ſironger and better Arguments, than toſay, It is their cleay: 
and genera! Senſ-, (But wedo well know itis not: the General Senſe: of 
| Friexds- 
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Briend) to Blame ws ) tor we are well perfwaded, that no Divine Senje. 
ever will vr can contrattift, or condenm what yldin Scripture Precepts and Te- 
Rlimonies #0 jufify, as in the preſent Cafe 'we have, as alfo the Example 
eF our antient Friends, who bave Pritned againſt lefler Errours in othersy 
who differed from them, and have alſo Separated from them, though 
chereby Papiſts have been grarified; and Gloried oyer all Proteſtant Pro- 
feſſions in general, and have ſtrengthened rhemſelyes thereby, as much as 
any have againſt os by our late Printed Books , and have faid, Lo how 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, fince they have left the Mother Church of Rome, 
hwe gone into endleſs Separations, and expoſe one another , and contend 
againf ome another, ſething to deftroy one another by their endleſs Contenti» 
ens, and thereby concluding , that neither cheic Printing againſt others 
Errours, nor the Separation of one from another, or from theChnrch of Romey 
is of God, or is ated in the Wiidom and Conſel of God, as ſome do 
fo Argue againſt us. But if they know how to anſwer the Papiffts Argu- 
ments inthis Caſe againſt chemſclyes, - they may know how to an{wer 
the ike Arguments againſt vs.. | 

And as concerning Unity we greatly value it, to wit; that Unity that 
is built on Truth and Righteouſneſs ( without which Unity is but an empty 
name and an [do},) and wherr we are agrecd in the main, ſo as to be 
one in the principal rhings of Faich and Dofrine, and feel the Spirit of Lite 
and Love in Chriſt Jefus ro knit our hearts together , A difference of 
Jadgement in lefſer Matters ſhould not break out Unity, and without 
breach of Unity we ovght to'bear and receive the Word of Exhortation, 
or reproof that any have from the Spiric of Trath to deliver unto us, 
without gainſaying,. ftrife or alienation of mind. | 

As to the Charge of ſome cqncerning Falhood of 'Dofrine, or innoya- 
tion of Do&rine brought in by me or others joined with me ; they who 
have ſo charged us, being moſtly convinced of their raſhnels, proceeding | 
from their own Ignorance and miſtakes, I ſhall nor needto ſay any thing 
for our Vindication : all the more judicious and underſtanding among 
vs, both of the Miniſtry and others, being generally ſatisfied with the 
M-nner of Dottrine held forth by me, either inmy late Printed Books, or 
publick Aſſemblies of the People called 2xakers. And as to the charge 
of my impoſing a Faith upon my Brethren in Penfilvenia, or elſewhere, 
in my own Terms, Thave ſufficiently cleared my Innocency in that 
reſpet, and none have yer ſufficiently proved it againſt me, nor- 
ever will be ableſotodo. I know no Terms of mine, that I ever uſed in 
Faith and Doftrinc,I am no Inventor of any. new Words,or Terms, be- 
ing well ſatisfied with the ſound Words uſed in Scripture, and other Words: 
and Terms uſcd ( in the ſavory Life and Spirit of Chriſt in Harmony- 
with the Holy Scriptures, ) by all ſound Chriſtians in all Ages in —_— ; 
and 


8 (8). | - 

_ and faithful Friends of- the ſame hon with mc- in patticular,.: And 
as for that called 4n account of owr ſincere Faith, writ by me, and Prin- 
ed at Philadelphna, by the general conſent and requeſt of Friends ined 
with me, in thele American parts; received by the general conlcnt of 
ſome Meenngs of the People called Buakers there, and by the general 
conſent of that called oarTearly Meetinggheld at Burriington 7th.of Month 71 
1692. | tay, I never impoled that Form of Confeſhon, on any there, 
or ellcwhere in the World, but am tully ſatisfied, that it any here, or 
there ſce not fit to declare their Faith, in that form of Words as there 
declarcd, they way excrciſe tkeir Chriſtian Liberty, to uſe any other terms 
or words, that the Spitit of Truth furniſheth them withal,or giveth chem 
liberty ro n:ake uſe of out of the Holy Scriptures, tor the Faith may be one 
and the ſame received and confefſcd by many thouſands, and yet nor 
the ſame Forms and Words uſed by them al), but all thee Words 
and Forms will have the ſame ſenſe and ſignification, and be of the 
ſame importance, it che Faith be one, and the Spirit be one inthem all. 
Bur that ſome Principles and Dotrines, and Points of Paich are necc(- 
{ary to be agreed upon, together with the praRtices nec: arily depend- 
ing thercupon, and to be owned , profelicd and declar.d uy us, to be 
as it were, the Terms that draw us together, aud the Bond by which we be 
come centred into one Bedy and Fellcwſhir, and diſtinguiſhed froz others, yct 
not this ſo the Bond, but thu we bavea more inward and nvilible, to 
wit, the Life of Righteouſneſs is the expreſs Doftrine and Teſtimony ot R. 
Barclay his Book aboyercentioned, pag. 48. And whether Fries do 
not make ſome Principles and Doftrives of Faith, yea, and leſſer mat- 
- ters, (called by ſome, The form of Truth, ) as plaia Language ard plain 
habit, refuſing ro Salute with the Hat and Knee, and ſome Matters belong- 
ing to Charch Diſcipline, as Mens and Womens Meetings, Terms of their Com- 
muon, [appeal to all intelligent Friends. And how it is that tte grea« 
tcſt and molt neceſſary A4riiclesof th? Chriftian Faith, profeſled and owned 
by us, and declared to be neceſſary to be owned, profeſſed, and con- 
felſed by us, ( as thar Faith inthe Wan Chailt as he dyed foz olir 
Sins aid roſe again, 's neceſury to our aa » Regeneration, 
Santtification, Jaſtificationg and Eternal Salvation, as well as to belicve the 
Jnward Appearance of God and Chaiſt, by his Grace, Light, Life 
and Spirit in our Hearts, and that therefore none 13 a true and petſct 
Chriitian in kindand Nature, without this Faith, andthat we muſt not 
place our whole Salvation upon any Light, Gift or Grace within us, {dg 
as to lay it is ſufficient to Salvation, without any thing elſe, as ſome 
have ſaid, thereby to exclude the Man Chyiſt Jeſus, in whom the 
fulncls of Grace and Truth dwc]leth, and of whoſe fnlnels we receive 

an 
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and Grace for Grace, even every new and freſh Supply and in- 
creaſe of more Graphg with wary other the greateſt and moſt ne- 
cellary Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, ), muſt be called Impoſition, 
and refuſed to be Terms of our Communion, and yet far leſs Mat- 
ters, ( as theſe abovementioned, of Plain-Language, Habit, Salu- 
tation, &c. Mens and Womens Meetings ) . muſt be made ſuch 
Terms of Communion, ſo as to exclude them;by ſuch aſevere Pe- 
nalty, as not. to own them to be in Yialty with. us, and yetallow 
them to be in Unity with us, that-may differ from us in greatand -_ 
weighty Mattersof the Chriftian Faith, for ought we know, if 
they have but the Policy to conceal their unbelief, or if they ex- 
prel5 it as ſome have done, to call.it but a Weakneſs, whereas to 
deny or oppoſe the other leſſer things abovementioned, _ is nat 
reckoned by many a Weakneſs, but ſucha Matter as for which a 
Man is Worthy to be denyed,: for my part, I ſee not the Con- 
fiſtency of theſe things, and ſo I Judge, nor do many more. And 
whereas ſome have charged me with Impoſition, for modeſtly pre- 
ſenting a Paper, called Goſpel Order and. Diſcipline oy pon Lou 
ſome years ago, tothe Yearly Meeting at Burlington in Weſt Jerſey, 
delivered only by way of Propoſition and Query, being read 1n 
the hearing of many Witneſſes very lately ) I ſee not why any 
ſhould call it an Impoſition, which is only propoſed by way of 
Query, and was never urged or preflſed by meat any time. but 
the Paper it ſelf is ſo fair and innocent, and ſo free of any thing 
that looks like Impoſition, that ſeveral Friends that haveſeen and .. 
heard it read, are well affe&ed with it, and do wiſh that Friends 
might find -it convenient to pratice the things therein mentioned, 
they being generally agreeable to Scripture, and well Warranted 
by either General or Particular Precepts of Scripture, and there- 
fore cannot becalled Impoſition. And whereas ſome dmg A 
norance and ſhortneſs of underſtanding, have blamed ſome of the - 
ten Articles or Heads of Do@rine, having this Title, ſome ofour 
Principles to which if ye agree ( lately read before many Witneſ- 
ſes, but no ways contradicted) I have in readineſs to Print a Col- 
lecion of Teimoniesout of Friends Printed Booksto prove every 
one of theſe ten Articles,(as well as I have elſewhere proved them 
out of the Holy Scriptures) divers of which have been ſo much 
- oppoſed by ſome, and Ip by others; and leing there _ 
| s 
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been of late/ſo much querying about Principles by ſome. | I it 
not high time that by the general Conſent, Advice and approbati- 
on of the moſt judicious, wie and underſtandin of Friends now 
alive, all the moſt neceſlary Principles and 'DoGtines of our Faith, 
both common and peculiar, ſhould be publiſhed and made known, 
for the greatgood, Serviceand benefit of Men in General, as well 
as for the Good of Us and our Poſterity in particulars, that in our 
univerſal and harmonious Teftimony both with the Scriptures, 
and with ſound. Chriſtians in all Ages, and with one another, the 
Poſterity that is to-come after.us and our Children that are grow- 
ing up, may have the benefit thereof, and thereby haye occaſion 
to bleſs God on our behalf. And: alſo, that whatever weak and 
unfound or unjuſtifiable Expreſſions, Sayings or Paſſages are tobe 
found im any Booksamong us that have happened through humane 
weakneſs, or inadvertency, that are offenſive and ſtumbling to 
other Profeſſions, and burtful.tothe Weak among our ſelves may 
be Noted, CorreQed.and amended, without partiality and re- 
ſpe& of Perſons,' and in ſo doing we ſhall: not only ſhow our. 
Loveto' Truth, but alſo rothoſe Men, not'by cloaking, but by 
amending what is amiſs in therw,, which is the beſt way of covers 
ing them, ( as God covereth us when he amendeth and refor- 
methus ): afcer-the worthy Example of them that have been the 
Sncceffors of thoſe called Fathers in the Church, ſince the Apoſiles 
dayes, who haviog: higbly, eſteemed. and loved them for their 
Works ſake, yet have corrected their Errours impartially, having 
in ſodoivg imitated the Example of Bleſſed Sews and Japhet, who 
#aking 4. Garment went backward and. covered their bathers Naked- 
eſe” | ; Bos 03-2 


And as coficerning the Advice given me by ſome to. retract 
the bitter or ſevere Language' that Thave given to ſome of my 
oppoſcrs,, in- ſome of the late Printed Books, which advice they 
_ "gave with telling me, and many others, that I have confeſſed my 
| Fan Imperfeftions and Paſſions :: to this I anfwer, ſome who 
"have'fo adviſed'me, ſhould give me their good Example, by re- 
trading their much more bitter Language, and more hard and fe- 
vere Names they have given to ſome who have differed from them: 
In. leſs Matters. But wby do they not give the ſame advice to 
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myOppoſers, who have far exceeded me, as appeareth. by their. 
three Judgements, and other.their Papers and Manuſcripts againſk 
me. As alſo, why, do.they .adviſe me to call. in, my. Printed Books, 
and. yet-give- them-of the other fide- no advice to'call in their 
falſe Judgements given/ out againſt me., without all, Convition; 
Hearing or Tryal. However let them particularly tell me whay 
the- hard Words are, that I havegiven t9any. that I, canyet; prove 
to be due unto them, and I ſhall yield/to, their Advice And a to 
my confeſling my Humane. ImperfeGions, itisnot welt ſo toglory. 
over me, and thereby tole{len my Reputation-and Chriſtjan Te- 
ſtimony among Friends, while they; are filent wholly. of ſame of 
_ their own far: greater Imperfeftions and paſſionate-bchayiour:nſed 

towards me, before many Witneddes-, 1 Judge-it is, more Chris 
ſtian, and a greater- Argument of a/Mans-gronth'towards Perſe&tts 
on to achnowledge his ſinful Iufirmities in the fight of God or 
men, and to be humbled under the fenſe of them, than like the 
proud Phariſee to juſtifie ones ſelf, whenhe may be; and is. really 
guilty of greaterEvils.But as | have again and again faid untothen, 

or my inward Defei#s and Infirmitics lam only accountable untoGodl 
whoſe tender Mercies and Forgiveneſs for Chriits ſake, I have huuss 
bly ſought and obtained, and have a firm Faith and Hope in due 
time to overcome them all, and be made tore than a Conquerout 
throngh him that hath loved me, but to Men I «am only accountable 
for my Wordi and Deeds; and as I have not acknowleged unto 
any ( nor ſeen juſt cauſe ſo to do.) ſo they have not. proved 
me guilty of either Words or Deeds, that the Truth condem- 
neth in rclation to theſe Matters, whereof ſome have accuſed. mes 
and it-is not well to miſconſtrue my ſincere and GodlyZeal,inmy 
boldly and ſharply reproving-groſs and viteErrours,as well as wic- 
ked Practices, and to call it paſſion,finful anger and wrath, but it 
is a ſmall thing for me to be Judged of Men, ſeeing he that 
Judgeth me is the Lord, whoſePeace,Love, Favour and Approbati- 
on, ;as to the main I enjoy, to my unſpeakable comfort, ſtrength and 
ſupporting, who knoweth the Righteouſneſs .of my Cauſe, and 
the ſincerity of my heart, whatever humaneWeakneſles haveatten- 
ded me, whichare greater and more in ſome that do ſoaccuſe me, 
though they have neither:the ſincerity nor-humility to acknow- 
ledge it. B 2 | ___ and 
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"And laſtly as to that adviſe ras by ſome to labonr to 
wake np the bieach thatis already made among them called @us- 
hers in theſe American pirts; THhope Fſhall'endeavour-it, bur it 
can never effetaally be done but in Truths Way, and on Truths 
Terms and they who ſo adviſe me ſhould adviſe and admoniſh 


them of the other fide, | that they call in the many falſe Judge- 


ments given out againſt me, from. divers/Provinces 'm Americs, 
without all'Hearirig, Tryal or Cotviction; and particularly-that 
of the '28 falſe Judges from-Perſilvanza, ' which is the rotten; Ba- 
fis and Foundationof all the reft,and which was given out againſt 
me, without allHearing,Convition orTryal ; and alſo they ſhould 
adviſe thern to-give out-a/Teſtimony,;' aknowleging their Errour, 
fiſtin giving out"a Proclamation agaiaſt me, figned by S. F. and 
others of their Miniſtry and Elders, whichthey cauſed to be cry'd 

inſt me,by theCommonCryer at theMarket place inPhiladeiphie, 
without all Conviction or Tryal , contrary to the Fundamenta} 
Laws'of all' Nations, - to the dangerof my Life;' a&'welt as of my 
Reputation, wherein they charge me with Words ina Printed 
Sheet called a#' Appeal having a tendency 10 Sedition, ' and diſtur- 
bance of the peace and ſubverſion of the (then) preſent Government in 
Pexfilvania, (but | produced a Certificate figned- by the deputy: 
Governour and Conſul of Philadelphia, clearing me of all- theſe 
Charges, and atnply declaring my Inwocency, 'and Peaceable Be- | 
haviour towards the Government, and'them in &uthority at that 
time, which was Solemnly read before many. Witneſſes of the 
People called @4kers, that gave great content ) and all this only 
for aſſerting, or rather Querying, concerning the Inconſiſtency of 
the Jate Pradtices of ſore of them', with the profeſſed Princi- 
ples of the People called in ſcorn Ziuakerr in theſe parts, as did ſuf- 
ficiently-appear, when ſolemnly read before many Witnefles, with 
wy anſwer to the ſaid Proclamation. Secondly, in Fining Tho- 
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ving 8, 5 his'pride, in our juſt Defence in | anſwer to his falſe 
defamatory Judgment againſt us, ſaying concerning him, that He 
- was $00 high and Imperious both in Friends Meetings and Wordly 
Conrts, and of His being an Ignorant, __ and Inſolent 
Mar, which laft Words did no wiſe reipe& his Magiſtracy, but 
. < bis 


his being' = Miniiter, and by profeſſion, one called a Q,aker, > 

which I do: declare -we did Conſcientioully, and! have ſufhciens® 
ly proved to' be true, and. 1s. but too well-known to be. true a- 
mong the Neighbourhood 18 that part of the World, and which 
he did moſt palpably diſcover (when going out of the: Court, 
where we were Fined for reproving his Pride ) in the high Streep, 
to the obſervation-and hearing of divers honelt perſons that have 
atteſted it, ſtretching. ou; bivhand, he ſaid to ſome of our Friends 
that were expoſtulating' the caſe with him, If I draw forth my 
hand, 1 will not pull it in again until I have quelled you all; as allo' © 
for bis Committing- to Priſon two Friends of truth, foruttering 1: 
or publiſhing'the ſaid- Printed Sheet, called Ar Appea!; now it. 
this be/not impartially cenſured and judged, and that he, withonr 
giving any publick Teſtimony of his Repentance, and owning 
his Iniquity in theſe matters, be permitted. or allowed to Prezchi 
and Pray in Meetings, after ſolemn Complaint hath been made a- 
gainſt him in an orderly way 3. what will the Peoplein New Eng- 

\ land (ay, who have formerly Perſecuted our Friends there ; and 
what will oihers ſay, that have freſh in Memory the frequent Ottt- 
cries and Complaints,of Friends againſt Perſecution in former: 
days 3 and how oft have many Friends both in Print and other- 
wiſe reproved the Pride, and Imperious behaviour of Magiſtrates: 
m former days, and yet we find not,. that the Magiſtrates have. 
Perfecuted any, by Fining or limprifoning them for ſo ſaying or* © 
Priating, nor do we find it inany Law, either in England, or A- 
everica; that it is Penal. to call a Juſtice of Peace, High or Impe-- 
r:0w5,' eſpecially when. he is not in the exercife of his Offize, and' 

when our Complaint hath been made in an orderly way, azain(t: 
the {iid S. F. and the , Record of the Court produced of read' 
in theic hearing, and ſigned with the Clarks, own hand, the verity: 
of which S. J. denied not ; why ſhould-any put it off with fay- 
ing the Legality, or lllegality of theſe Proceedings, according to: 
Men, it appearethnot proper for them to meddle with 5 bur fiace- 
they have greatly medled with the illegality, and arbitrary Pro-. 
ceedings of other Courts, againſt the People called Z4zkers h rein 
England, as Witneſs their many Printed Books, and' divers Printed' 
Fryalsto that effe&t 3. why will they not meddle with the HHegali-- 
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ty of the Proceedings of that Courtiin Penſ/lvania 5 and: particu- 
4arly S. 7. being perſonally preſent before them when complain- 
«d againit, It 1t beſaid, what they did, they did by a Law, as 
that Law has not been, nor can be produced, fo it will be ſaid,that 
they in New-Frglarnd had a Law when they put our Friends to 
Death, ard the Jews ſaid, they, had a Law, when they pur our 
Bleſſed Saviour to Death. But if they do not 'think it -proper 

to. meddle with the il[=gality of theſe Proceedings as to Men.why: 
do they not at leaſt meddle with the illegality of it, as to-God, 

and Truth and Righteouſneſs, to remove the Scandal and offence 
out of the Minds-and Conſciences of Many tender Friends that 

are greatly wounded and ſcandaliſed to © hear S: J.. Preach-and 
Pray in. the Meetings of the People called Rrakers, and /to be 
Countenanced and-allowed fo to do,” withour his having given 
the leaſt evidence of his Repentance for thoſe Evils 5 whereas 
for much leſſer matters men have been difowned, and a Judg- 
ment in Writ given out, and Recorded againſt them, and chief: 
ly-in order to make up the Breach in' America, and to prevent 
any hurt here, they ought to paſs an expreſs Cenſure and Judg- 
ment upon all and every one of theſe groſs and vile Errors that I 
have proved divers of them guilty of in Perflvaria, by Manu- 
ſcripts, and Papers ſigned with their own hands, and to procure 
the perſons guilty of theſe Errors, toCondemn them, otherwiſe 
not to own them as Friends and Brethren. And whereas ſome 
ſay, wherein G. Keith apprehends himſelf injur'd or azgrctvid by 

any particular perſons, he ought to exerciſe a Spirit of Forgiv- 

neſs, &c. I Anſwer, And fo I hope I do, towards them, an4 all 

Men who have wronged me z yet doth, or can my ſo doing clear 
SI. 7. (and his Brethren) who have ſo apparently Injured me 

without his and their Repentance ? And ifthis be the Method and 

way to anſwer all the Complaints of Injur'd and Oppreſled Per- 

ſons who cry and - complain againft_ the Injuries and' Oppreſlions 

done to them, and lay it before Meetings, appointed for the Ex- 

erciſe of Church Diſcipline, who profeſs rohear and judg impar- 

tially in all caſes of Complaint, to tell them, they-mulſt exerciſe a 

Spirit of Forgiveneſs towards them, whom they apprehend to 

have wronged them, without requiring the perſons that have done 


the 
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the. wrong, to clear themſelves by ſome Teſtimony of their Re- 
pentance 3 then why isit, that in all other, or moſt caſes of leſs 
Importance, they. r<quire them that are Guilty,to Write Papers of 
Condemnation, that they may be Recorded for the clearing the 
Truth 3 yea, what need of any Meetings for Diſcipline at all, if 
this method and. way take place, to- tell them that are wronged, 
they wuſt exerciſe a Spirit'of forgiveneſs towards ſuch who have: 
wronged them, withoat either giving due Judgment againſt the 
Guilty,or requiring them toJudg themſelves for the ſame; or if they 
give any Judgment againſt chem, yet in ſuch a manner, as without 
any publick Teſtimony of their Repentance, to allow and coun- 
tenance them'as Brethren, and inunity with them. 

But why ſhould-any repreſent me as the provoker, and them: 
as the. provoked > Where as the plain Contrary is true, that the: 
Provocation began on their fide, and what I faid of  Sammel Jer- 
»ings, orany of them, was in defence of my Chriſtian Teſtimo+ 
By and. Linocency. | | Os 


FINTS. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Declare myreal and fincere Intention to remain in unity with: alt faubful* 


to exerciſe my gift of Miniſlry among them, as God. ſhall be pleaſed to en«+ 

able me in a Spirit of Love and Peace, ſo long as I can have the free Ex-- 
erciſe of my gift among them, withoat- interruption or diſturbance, as it ts not: 
my purpoſe, nor hath u been my way, ner [ bope ſhall it- be, to uſe any interrup-- 
tion or diſturbance towards any, but to behave my ſelf orderly and peaceably ta» 

wards all , and I would have none toentertain Jealeuſtes and evil thoughts con-- 
cerning me, as if I aid deſign- any breach among faithful friends, -_ fo _ 
a,ur 


friends and Brethren every where, and to continue to meet with them,and: 
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uth, that I aq ar be ſo ſ.enjil þ To them, as ſome may ſuggeft, 
" and*Fhone 1 never ſball, whatever = Jurmiſe to the contrary 3 but as I 

either intend, nor defire any breach among fait fol bful Friends, ſo 1 freely declare, 
T7  erewiy def and bope for a greater res / mation to take plate amon a 


us it gener: "in Grace, and in Knowle 

"= in Holineſs,” ; 5-yet attained t, 3; and it is-my belief, and beve 
=o earneſt expettations, and deſires, and Cl ocePay: and Supplication unto 
:Git;/that be will be + more and more to refine us; to make us'every way a 


Tre People to himſelf, and-to ſeparate and Purge e out 
Torpuriales andimp Swell -45 the many by 
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